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DIRECTIONS, &. 


I, Of theſe three Principles fixed in your 

hearts : that Things eternal are much more 
conſiderable than Things temporal; that Things not 
ſeen are as certain as'the Things that are ſeen ; that 
upon your preſent choice depends your eternal 
lot, Chuſe Chriſt and his ways, and you are bleſſed 
for ever; refuſe, and you are undone for ever, 
And then, 


II. Make your Choice. 


Turn either to the right-hand or to the leſt; 
lay both parts before you, with every link of 
each; Chriſt with his yoke, his croſs and his 
crown: or the Devil with his wealth, his 
pleature and curſe : and then put yourſelves to it 
thus; “Soul thou ſeeſt what is before thee, what 
wilt thou do? Which wilt thou have, either the 
crown or the curſe? If thou chuſeſt the crown, re- 
member that the day thou takeſt this, thou muſt be 


A 2 content 
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content to ſubmit to the croſs and yoke, the ſervice 
and the ſufferings of Chriſt, which are linked to it, 
What ſayeſt thou? Hadſt thou rather take the gains 
and pleaſures of fin, and venture on the curſe? Or 
wilt thou yield thyſelf a ſervant to Chriſt, and fo 
make ſure the crown ?” 


If your hearts fly off, and would fain wave the 
buſineſs, leave them not ſo, If you be unreſolved, 
you are reſolved: if you remain undetermined for 
Chriſt, you are determined for the Devil. There- 
fore give not off, but follow your hearts from day 
to day, let them not reſt, till the matter be brought 
to an iſſue, and ſee that you make a good choice, 


This is your chuſing the good part, God and the 
bleſſedneſs of the world to come, for your portion 
and happineſs; and in this is included your re- 
nouncing the world, and worldly happineſs, 


111. Embark with Chrift. 


Adventure yourſelves with him: caſt your- 
felves upon his Righteouſneſs, as that which 
ſhall bring you to God: as a poor captive 
exile, that is caſt upon a ſtrange land, a land of 
robbers and murderers, where he is ready to periſh, 
and having no hope, either of abiding there, or eſ- 
caping home with life: and meeting at length with 
a pilot, that offers to tranſport him ſafely home, he 
embarks with him, and ventures himſelf, and all 
he hath in his veſſel: do you likewiſe; you are 

exiles 


| 
| 
4 
| 
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exiles from the preſence of God, and fallen into a 
land of robbers and murderers : your fins are rob- 


bers, your pleaſures are robbers, your companions 


in fin are robbers and thieves : if you ſtay where 
you are, you periſh, and eſcape home of yourſelves 
you cannot: Chriſt offers, if you will venture with 
him, he will bring you home, and he will bring you 
to God: will you ſay now to him, Lord Jeſus, wilt 
thou undertake for me ? Wilt thou bring me to God, 
bring me into the Land of Promiſe? With thee will I 
venture myſelf ; I caſt myſelf upon thee, upon thy 
blood, upon thy righteouſneſs ; I lay up all my hopes, 
and venture my whole intereſt, ſoul and body with thee. 


This is cloſing with Chriſt as your Prieſt, And 


in this is included your renouncing your own. 


righteouſneſs; you can never, you will never caſt 


yourſelves on him alone, till all your hope ig your- J 


ſelves have given up the ghoſt. . ,. Ace 0 


There are two things which muſt neceſfarily be 
ſuppoſed, in order to a ſinner's coming to Chriſt. 


1. A deep ſenſe of his Sin and Mifery. 


2. An utter Deſpair of hamfelf, and all Things 
elſe beſides Chriſt. 


I. 4 deep ſenſe of his Sin and Miſery. 


No man will regard a Saviour, that doth not ſee 
himſelf ſinner: the whole regard notthe phyſician 
AZ Therefore 


8 
i 
' 
: 
8 
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Therefore it is ſaid, That the Spirit of God, when 
he ſhould come to chriſtianize the world, ſhould in 
the firſt place, convince the world of fin, John xvi. 8. 
He ſhall convince the world of ſin; he ſhall de- 
monſtrate them ſinners, bring up their ſins before 
their eyes; bring home their ſins upon their con- 
ſciences and make them ſee themſelves, and feel 
themſelves the moſt vile and abominable of 
creatures: Sin hides itſelf from the Sinner's eyes, 
and all its vileneſs and deformity, But the Spirit 
of God plucks off the mantle, and makes Sin ap- 
pear to be fin; makes all the Sinner's gods appear 
to be ſo many Devils; brings forth the blackneſs 
and filthineſs of Sin into ſight, makes the Sinner 
ſee himſelf an unclean and abominable thing : and 
withal. he brings forth the guilt of Sin, ſets all 
theſe Devils a tormenting the Sinner, filling him 
with fear, and terror, and amazement; in this re- 
ſpe&@ he- is called the Spirit of Bondage, that works 
fear and trouble in the heart: the Spirit's awaken- 
ing a ſleepy Sinner, is a kind of awakening in hell. 


Lord, what am I What mean theſe legions round about 


me? Theſe chains and fetters that are upon me? 
What means this black roll before mine eyes, of curſes, 
and wrath, and woes ; Lord, where am I/ Have 1 
been playing, and ſporting, and making merry, and my 


' foul in ſuch a caſe as this But is there no hope of ej- 
caping out of this wretched ſtate: I fee there is no 


abiding thus, I am but a dead man, I continue as J 
am. What may I do to be ſaved? 


When he is brought to this, there is ſome way 


made fer his entertainment of Chriſt; yet this is not 
| all 


8 


all that is needful, but he muſt further be 
brought to, 


II. An utter deſpair of himſelf, and all things elſe 
befide Chriſt. 


Being made ſenſible of his fin, and his danger, 
a Sinner will look for help and deliverance : 
but he will look every where elſe, before he will 
look unto Chriſt; nothing will bring a Sinner to 
Chriſt, but abſolute neceſſity: he will try to forſake 
his fins, will think of leaving his drunkennels, and 
becoming ſober ; of leaving his adulteries, and be- 
coming chaſte, and ſo lee if bv this means he may 
not elcape. He will go to Prayers, and Sermons, 
and Sacraments, and ſearch out if there be no ſal- 
vation in them : but all thele, though they be uſeful 
in their places, yet looking no further, the Sinner 
ſees there is no help in them; his Righteouſneſs 
xags ; his Dutzes can- 


cannot help him; this is bu 
5 2 7-209 
not help him, t 
kn: Ordinances cannot help, theſe are but empty 
ciſterns; and all tell him, You knock at a wrong 
door; Salvation is not in us. Mell, the Lord be mer- 


ciful to me, ſaith the Sinner, What ſhall I do? Abide 


of 


as am, I dare not, and how to helþ myſelf I know 


not; my praying will not help me; my hearing will 
not help me ; if I give all my goods to the poor, if J 
ſhould give my body to be burned, all this would not 
fave my foul : woe is me, what ſhall I do, and whither 
Mall I go P 


And 
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And now, being brought to this diſtreſs, to this 
utter loſs, his deſpair drives him to the only door 
of hope that is left open, Then Chriſt will be ac- 
ceptable, when he ſees none but Chriſt can help 
him: the Apoſtle tells us, Gal. iii. 23, We were kept 
under the Law, ſhut up unto the Faith, that ſhould 
afterwards be revealed : all other doors were ſhut 
up againſt us, there was no hope of eſcaping, but 
by that one door that was left open, The Faith that 
was afterwards to be revealed, As the beſieged in a 
city, that have every gate blocked up, and but one 
difficult paſſage left open, by which there is any 
poſſibility of eſcaping, thither throng for the ſaving 
of their lives; they are ſhut up unto that door, to 
which (if there had been any other way open) they 


would never have come. 


And as Chriſt will never be accepted, fo can the 
Sinner never be received of him, till he lets go all 
ether props, and truſts on him alone, Chriſt will 
have no ſharer with him in the work of ſaving ſouls, 
If ye ſeek me, tet theſe go their way, as he ſaid in 


Another caſe : let not only your Sins go, but let 


your Righteouſneſs go, all the refuge of lies wherein 
you have truſted ; let all go, if you will have me 
to be a Refuge to you, I came not to call the 
Righteous ; if I ſhould, they would not come; or 


if they come, let them go as they came, let them 


go to their Righteouſneſs in which they truſt, and 
Jet naked, deſtitute Sinners, diſtreſſed Sinners come 
to me, who am come to this end, to ſeek and ta 


ſaye them that are loſt, 
4 Sinners, 


LY 4 


Sinners, Will you come now? Will you ven- 
ture here? For this your adventuring on Chriſt, 
you have this three-fold warrant : 


ct 


1. God's Ordination. This is he, whom God the 
Father hath appointed, and ſent into the world, 
to bring back his exiles to himſelf, to ſave Sinners, 
This is he whom God the Father hath ſealed, hath 
marked him out for that choſen perſon, in whom 
is ſalvation ; hath ſealed him his commiſſion, for 
the redeeming and reconciling the world to him- 
ſelf, As God ſaid unto the three friends of Job, 
when he was angry with them, Job. xlii. 8, Go fo 
my ſervant Job, and he fhall offer ſacrifice for you | 
he ſhall pray for you, for him will J accept: lo to | 
Sinners, Go, ſaith the Lord, to my ſervant Feſus, 
he ſhall offer ſacrifice for you, he ſhall make re- | 
conciliation for you, Iſaiah xlii. 1, Behold my Ser- 
vant whom I uphold, mine Elect in whom my ſoul de- | 
lighteth; I have put my Spirit upon him, he ſhall | 
bring forth judgment to the Gentiles, | 


——— 


2. God's Command; 1 John iii. 23, This is hit 
commandment, that we ſhould believe on the Name of | 
his Son Feſus Chriſt, | 

3. The Promiſe of God, 1 Peter ii. 6, B-hold, 7 | 
lay in Sion à chief Corner-ſtone, elect, prectous ; he | 
that belteveth on him, ſhall,not be confounded, 

AI SE is * 3 % by. 0 a 
Now having this three-fold warrant, the warrant 
of God's Ordination, Command, and Promiſe, you | 

may 
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| 
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may be bold to adventure on Chriſt, and to apply 
yourſelves to him thus J Lord Jeſus, here I am, a 
poor captive exile, a loſt creature, an enemy to God, 
under his wrath and curſe; wilt thou, Lord, under- 
take for me, reconcile me to God, and ſave my 
ſoul ? Do not, Lord, refuſe me, for ifthou refule me, 
to whom then ſhall I go? Art not thou he, and he 
alone, whom God the Father hath ſealed, the Sa- 
viour of Sinners? The Lord God hath ſent me to 
thee, hath bid me come, he hath commanded me to 
believe, and caſt myſelf upon thee. Lord Jeſus, wilt 
thou refuſe to help a diſtreſfed creature, whom the 
Father hath ſent to thee for thy help ? If I had come 
on my own head, or in my own name, thou mighteſt 
well have put me back; but ſince I come at the 
command of the Father, reje& me not; Lord, help 
me; Lord ſave me, Art thou not he, concerning 
whom the Father hath promiſed, He that believeth 


on him, ſhall not be confounded ? I come, Lord; I be- 


lieve, Lord; I throw myſelf upon thy grace and 
mercy ; I caſt myſelf upon thy blood and bowels, 


| do not refuſe me. I have not whither elſe to go; 


here I will ſtay, I will not ſtir from thy door; on 
thee I will truſt, and reſt, and venture myſelf; God 
hath laid my help on thee, and on thee I lay my 


hope for pardon, for life, for ſalvation ; if I periſh, 


I periſh on thy ſhoulders; if I fink, I fink in thy 


* —— . —ů— 


* Re gu: and deliver up yourſelves to God in 
| Chrift, 
Yield 


veſſel: if I die, I die at door; ꝓid me not go - | 
away, for L will not 2 Vers Proc. 
— * 
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Yield yourſelves to the Lord, that is, as his ſer-\ 
vants, give up the dominien and government of | 


yourſelves to Chriſt. Neither yield your members, 
as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto. ſin, but yield 
yourſelves to God, as thoſe that are alive from the 
dead, and your members, as inſtruments of rigliteouſ- 
neſs unto God. To whom ye yield yourjelves ſervants 
to obey, his ſervants ye are to whom ye obey. Yield 
yourſelves fo to the Lord, that you may henceforth 


be the Lord's; I am thine, ſaith the Plalmiſt, Thoſe | 


that yield themſelves to Sin, and the World, their 
heart ſays, Sin, I am thine; World, I am thine; 
Riches, I am yours; Pleaſures, I am yours: I am 
thine, ſaith the Pfalmiſt: devoted to thy fear, de- 
dicated to thy ſervice; I am thine, ſave me; give 
yourſelves to Chriſt, Sinners, be devoted to his fear, 


Add this giving yourſelves to him, muſt be ſuch, 
as ſuppd{es that you be heartily contented ; 


F 


1. That\e appoint you your We 


* 
2. That heppoint you yoyr Station, 


2 

1. That he appointyoy/Four work : that he put 
you to whatſoever he pltgſeth ; Servants, as they 
muſt do their Maſtgf's worRy, ſo they muſt do that 
work which thefr Maſter appoypts them; they maſt 


be for any Mork their Maſter hath, for them to do; 


— 


they mu not pick and chuſe, this will do, and 


that will not do; they muſt not ſay, xis is i% 


Ard, or this is too mean, or this may We well 
| enough 
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enough let alone; good Servants, when they have 
choldy their Maſter, will let their Maſter chuſe their 
work, ang will not diſpute his will but dyyit. 


Chriſt hath Many ſervices to be done, ſome are 
more ealy and hOxpurable, others more difficult 
and diſgraceful : ſomèxxe ſuitahle to our inclina- 
tions and intereſts, other M contrary to both: in 
ſome we may pleaſe Chriſf aud pleaſe ourſelves, as 
when he requires us tgy/teed, andclothe ourſelves, 
to provide things hfieſt for our ow\maintenance ; 
yea, and there ſome ſpiritual duthes that are 
more pleaſingthan others; as to rejoice in M Lord, 
to be ble ſſug and praiſing of God, to be fedNing 
_ ourſelygs with the delights and comforts of Re 

gion theſe are the ſweet works of a Chriſtian, 
Beit then there are other works, wherein we cannot 
pleaſe Chriſt, but by denying ourſelves, as giving 
and lending, e and forbearing, reproving 
men for their ſins, Mithdrawing from their com- 
pany, witneſſing againſt thejr wickednefs, confeſſing 
Chriſt and his Name, when itwilL/Toft us ſhame 
and reproach; ſailing againſt the Nd, ſwimming 


; ; p ” 
againſt the tide, ſteering 0] 
parting with our eaſe, our liberties, and a 


dations for the Name. our Lord Jeſus, 
1 * 


It is neceſſary; Beloved, to fit down and conſider + 
what it will.coſt you to be the Servants of Chriſt, 
and take, thorough ſurvey of the whole bMineſs 
& Chriffianity, and not engage hand over head, to 


you know not what. * 
Firſt, 


6 


ſt, See what it is that Chriſt doth expectand 
then yield yourſelves to his whole will; do not 
think of xgmpounding, or making your own terms 
with Chriſt hat will never be allowed you, 


him, Lord Jeſus, if thou 
wilt receive me into thihe houſe, if thou wilt 
but own me as thy Ser I will not ſtand upon 
terms; impoſe on m#what condition thou pleaſeſt, 
write down thing/own articles, command me what 
thou wilt, pub me to any thing thou ſeeſt good; let 
8 
0 longer 


Go to Chriſt, an 


* 
— 


2. That he ſhall appoint you your ſtation and 
conditign; whether it be higher or lower, a s 
pero de ſtate: be content that Chriſt 
ſhould both thuſe your work, and chuſe your con- 
dition; that he Tkould have the command of you, 
and the diſpoſal of Nau: make me what thou wilt, 
Lord, and ſet me wherèchou wilt: let me be a veſ- 


ſel of ſilver or gold, or a veſſel of wood or ſtone, 
ſo I be a veſſel of honour; ofWwhatſoever form or 


r the foot, one of the moſt laborious, and loweſt, 
B and 
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enough let alone; good Servants, when they have 
choldy their Maſter, will let their Maſter chuſe their 
work, ang will not diſpute his will but delt. 


Chriſt hath Many ſervices to be done, ſome are | 
more eaſy and hOxpurable, others more difficult 
and diſgraceful : ſomèxxe ſuitahle to our inclina- 
tions and intereſts, others contrary to both: in 
ſome we may pleaſe Chri Fand pleaſe ourſelves, as 
j when he requires us tg/teed, andclothe ourſelves, 
to provide things hgfieſt for our o] d maintenance; 
| yea, and there ſome ſpiritual due that are 
more pleaſingthan others; as to rejoice in the Lord, 
| to be ble ig and praiſing of God, to be feding 
| _ ourſelygs with the delights and comforts of Re 

gion theſe are the ſweet works of a Chriſtian, 

Brit then there are other works, wherein we cannot 
pleaſe Chriſt, but by denying ourſelves, as giving 

and lending, 8 and forbearing, reproving 

men for their ſins, Withdrawing from their com- 
pany, witne ſſing againſtt ir wickednęfs, confeſſing | 

Chriſt and his Name, when itwillL/coft us ſhame 

and reproach; ſailing againſt the 

againſt the tide, ſteering contrary t 

parting with our eaſe, our liberties, and a mo- 

dations for the Name of our Lord Jeſus, 
5 


— 


—— 
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It is neceſſary; Beloved, to fit down and conſider © 
what it will coſt you to be the Servants of Chriſt, 
and take, thorough ſurvey of the whole bMineſs 
& Cheifliantty, and not engage hand over head, to 


| you know not what, * 
| Firſt, 


„ 


Fut, See what it is that Chriſt doth expectand 
then yield yourſelves to his whole will; do not 
think of wgmpounding, or making your own terms 
with Chriſt hat will never be allowed you, 


Go to Chriſt, an 
wilt receive me into 
but own me as thy Servant, I will not ſtand upon 
terms; impoſe on m#what condition thou pleaſeſt, 
wn articles, command me what 
e to any thing thouNceſt good; let 
er thy roof, let me be t Servant, 


2, That he ſhall appoint you your ſtation and 
condteion; whether it be higher or lower, a s 
pero uit ſtate: be content that” Chriſt 
ſhould both uſe your work, and chuſe your con- 
dition; that he Tkould have the command of you, 
and the diſpoſal of qu: make me what thou wilt, 
Lord, and ſet me wher u wilt: let me be a veſ- 


ſel of ſilver or gold, ora veſſel of wood or ſtone, 
ſo I be a veſlel of ' honour; o o 


Ir r the foot, one of the moſt laborious, and 8 
B and 


5 
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| and moſt contemptible of all the Servants of my 
| Long, let my dwelling be on the unghil, my or- 


tion N the wilderneſs, my name and lot be amgrſg ſt 
the hewers of wood, or drawers of water, Among 


' the door- eepers of thy houle ; any whore, where 
| I may be ſe Niceable; I put myſelf wholly into thy 
hands: put mo what thou wilt, rank me with 
' whom thou wilt N 


t me to doing, put me to ſuf. 
fering, let me be em Moyed foy thee, or laid aſide 
for thee, exalted for thee, of trodden under foot for 
thee; let me be full, let Me be empty, let me have 
all things, let me have ot Nng, I freely and heartily 
reſign all to thy pleaſure an Miſpoſal. 


This is clofipg with Chriſt, as our King and 
ſovereign Lgfd: and in this is included, your re- 
nouncing/the Devil and his workscChe Fleſh 
and 1tsAuſts; together with your conſentin to all 
the Favs and Ordinances of Chriſt, and his Mo- 
vadential government, 


Beloved, ſuch a cloſe with Chriſt as. you have 
here been exhorted to, is that wherein the eſſence. 
of Chriſtianity lies: when you have cholen the 
incorruptivle crown, that is, when you have 
choſen God to be your portion and happineſs ; 
when you have adventured, and laid up your 
whole intereſt, and all your, hopes with Chriſt, 
caſting. yourſelf wholly. upon the Merits of his 
Righteouſneſs; when you have underſtandingly 

and 
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and heartily reſigned, and given up yourſelves to 
him, reſolving for ever to be at his command, and 
at his diſpoſal; then you are Chriſtians indeed, 
and never till then, Chriſt will be the Saviour of 
none but of his Servants; he is the Author of eter- 
nal Salvation to thoſe that obey him; Chriſt will 
have no Servants but by conlent ; His people are a 
willing people ; and Chriſt will accept of no con- 
{ent but in full to all that he requires; he will be 
all in all, or he will be nothing. 
/ 
V. Confirm and complegt all this by ſolemn Covenant. | 
/ 


Give yourſelves to the Lord as his Servants, and 
bind yourſelves 46 him as his Covenant-Servants, 


Upon your entering into covenant with God, 
the covenant of God ſtands firm to you; God gives 
you leave, every man, to put in his own name into 
the Covenant-Grant : if it be not found there at 
laſt, it will be your own fault ; if it be not there, 
there will be nothing found in the whole Covenant 
belonging unto you; if it be there, all is yours: if 
you have come into the Bond of the Covenant, you * 

Mall have your ſhare in the Bleſſings of the Cove- þq pu, — A 
nant, Deut. xxvi. 17, 18, Thou haſt avouched the — = 
Lord this day to be thy God, to walk in his ways Eo a- 


and to keep hs ſtatutes, and his commandments, and . 
his judgments, to harken to his voice, And the Lord I. "22:2 
hath avouched thee this day to be 41 peculiar people, As 
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as he hath bromiſed thee, Obſerve it, The ſame day 
that thef avouched the Lord to be their God, the 
ſame day the Lord avoucheth them to be his pecu- 
| liar people: the ſame day that they engage to keep 
the commandments of God, the ſame day — Lord 
engageth to keep hi miſe with them, Je <<< 

FFF 

There is a two-fold covenanting with God, Ia 
Profe ſſiòx, in Reality; an entering our names, or an 
engaging oc hearts: the former is dne in Bap- 
tiſm, by all th are baptized, who by receiving 
that Seal of the Covenant, are viſibly, or in Pro- 
feſſion, entered into itthe latter is alſo two-fold : 


1. Virrvar, Mich is done by all thoſe that 
have ſincerely Made that cloſure with God in 
Chriſt : tholgAhat have choſen the Layd, embarked 
with Chzit, reſigned up, and given themſelves to 
the Lord, are all engaged perſons, and haye vir- 

ly covenanted with him, 


2, Foxmai. Which is our binding ourſel O 
the Lord by ſolemn vow or promile to {arid to our 
ahoicè And this may be, either only inward in 
the ſoul ; txoutward, and expreſſed either by 
words, hfting up 8&hehands, ſubſcribing the hand, 
or the like: and that by N& much the more expreſs 
and ſolemp bur covenant N God is, by fo 
much more ſenſibly and ſtrongl Alike to 
a&1d our hearts to him, 


Now 


1 


ow that which I would perſuade you to, is this 
n and expreſs covenanting with God. Provi- 
ath lately brought to my hand the advice of 
jend and faithful Labourer in the work of 


lent form of ds compoled for the help of 
aptly-accommodated to all 


fort, commend. it to the 
of you Converts, but of the more 


ike courle, 


nd in order to the putting this matter into ꝑrac- 


tice, Nhall firſt give you theſe few directions. 


Firſt, SeNapart ſome time, more than once, to be 


ſpent in 8 che Lord. 


1. In ſeeking eardeſtly his ſpecial aſſiſtance and 


gracious acceptance of you, 


* 


2. In conſidering diſtinctly a the conditions of 
the Covenant, as they have been 14 


g. In ſearching your hearts whether youreither 
have already, or can now freely make {uch Wo- 
re with God in Chriſt, as you have been exhort 

B 2 to. 
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to. In ꝗpecial, conſider what your ſins are, ap- 
examine ther you can reſolve to forega them 


all, Conſider WHA ws of Chriſt are, how 
holy, ſtrict, and ſpiritual, ang ether you can 
upon deliberation mak dice of tex all, (even 
thoſe that moſt grofs your intereſts and cOrgpt in- 
clinations}45 the rule of your whole life, Be\ure 


you he clear in theſe matters, ſee that you do not 
lie unto God, 


As Saane , Compoſe your ſpirits into the moſt 


ſerious frame poſhble, ſuitable to a tranſaction of 
10 high importance. 


| 


Tu, Lay hold on the Covenant of God, and 
rely upon his promiſe of giving grace and ſtrength, 


whereby you may be enabled to perform your pro- 


miſe. Truſt not to your own ſtrength, to the 


ſtrength of your own reſolutions, but take hold on 
his ſtrength, 


Fuser, Reſolve to be faithful, Having en- 
gaged your hearts, opened your mouths, and ſub— 
ſcribed with your hands to the Lord, reſolve in 
his ſtrength never to go back. 


Laſtly, Being thus prepared, on-ſomeenrrerniett 


time-letapertforthe-purpofe; ſet upon the work: 


and in the moſt ſolemn manner poſſible, as if the 


* were viſibly preſent beſore your eyes, fall 
down 


——— —— — 
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down on your knees, and ſpreading forth your 
hands towards heaven, open your hearts to the 


Lord, in theſe hehe words, 
O Moſt dreadful God, for the Paſſion of thy Son, 
I beſeech thee accept of thy poor Prodigal 
now proſtrating himſelf at thy door: I have fallen 
from thee by mine Iniquity, and am by nature a 
Son of Death, and a thouſand-fold more the Child 
of Hell by my wicked practice; but of thine infi- 
nite grace thou haſt promiſed mercy to mein Chriſt, 
if I will but turn to thee with all my heart; there- 
fore upon the call of thy Goſpel, I am now come 
in, and throwing down my weapons, ſubmit my- 
ſelf to thy mercy. Sens hs 


And becauſe thou requireſt, as the condition of 
my peace with thee, that 1 ſhould put away mine 
Idols, and be at defiance with all thine enemies, 
which I acknowledge I have wickedly ſided with 
againſt thee, I here from the bottom of mine heart 
renounce them all; firmly covenanting with thee, 
not to allow myſelf in any known fin, but con- 
{cientiouſly to uſe all the means that I know thou 
haſt preſcribed, for the death and utter deſtruction 
of all my Corruptions, And whereas I have | 
formerly, inordinately and idolatrouſiy let out my 
AﬀeQions upon the World, I do here reſign my 
Heart to Thee that madeſt it; humbly proteſting 
before thy glorious Majeſty, that it is the firm re. 


ſolution | 
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folution of my heart, and that I do unfeignedly 


deſire trace from thee, that when thou thalt call 


me hereunto, I may practiſe this my Reſolution, 
to forſake all that is dear unto me in this World, 
rather than turn from Thee to the ways of Sin: 
and that I will watch againſt all its Temptations, 
whether of proſperity or adverſity, leſt they ſhould 
withdraw my heart from thee; beſeeching thee 
alſo to help me againſt the temptations of Satan, to 
whole wicked ſugzeitions I reiolve, by thy grace, 
never to Ne 2 becauſe my own Righteouſ- 
neſs 1s but rags, I renounce all confi- 


dence therein, and acknowledge that I am of 


' myſelf a hopeleſs, helpleſs, undone creature, with- 
- out righteouſneſs or ſtrength, 


And foraſmuch as thou haſt, of thy bottomleſs 
mercy, offered moſt 'graciouſly to me wretched 
Sinner, to be again my God through Chriſt, if I 
would accept of thee; I call heaven and earth to 
record this day, that I do here ſolemnly avouch 
thee for the Lord my God; and with all poſlible 
veneration bowing the neck of my foul under the 
feet of thy moſt ſacred Majeſty, I do here take 
Thee the Lord Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, for my portion; and do give uß mylelf, 
body and foul, for thy Servant; promiſing and 
vowing to ſerve thee in holinels and righteouſneſs, 
all the days of my life, 


And 


118 


And ſince thou haſt appointed the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt the only means of coming unto thee, I do 
here upon the bended knees of my ſoul, accept of 


him as the only new and living way, by which Sin- 


ners may have acceſs to Thee; and do here ſolemnly 
Join myſelf in a marriage-covenant to him. 


O bleſſed Jeſus, I come to thee hungry, wretched, | 


1 
| 


| 


5 
2 


miſcrable, blind, and naked; a moſt loathſome, 
polluted wretch, a guilty, condemned malefactor, 


unworthy to waſh the feet of the Servants of my 


Lord, much more to be ſolemnly married to the 
King of Glory; but ſince ſuch is thine unparalelled 
love, I do here with all my power accept thee, and 
take thee for my Head and Huſband, for better for 
worle, for richer, for poorer, for all times and con- 
ditions, to love, honour, and obey thee before all 
others, and this to the death. I embrace thee in 
all thine offices: I renounce mine own worthi- 
neſs, and do here avow thee for the Lord my 
Righteouſneſs: I renounce mine own wiſdom, and 
do here take thee for my only guide: I renounce 
mine own will, and take thy will for my law. 


And ſince thou haſt told me, I muſt ſuffer if I 
will reign, I do here covenant with thee, to take 
my lot, as it falls, with thee, and by thy grace aſſiſt- 
ing to run all hazards with thee, verily purpoſing, 
that neither life nor death ſhall part between thee 
and me, 


And 


ö 
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thy holy Laws, as the Rule of my life, and the 
way in which I ſhould walk to thy kingdom, I do 
here willingly put my neck under thy yoke, and 
' ſet my ſhoulder to thy burden, and ſubſcribing to 
all thy laws as holy, juſt and good, I ſolemnly take 
them, as the Rule of my words, thoughts and 
actions; promiſing, that though my fleſh contradict 
and rebel, I will endeavour to order and govern 
my whole life according to thy direction, and will 
not allow myſelf in the negle& of any thing that I 
know to be ray duty, 


Now, Almighty God, Searcher of Hearts, thou 
knoweſt that I make this Covenant with thee this 
day, without any known guile or reſervation, be- 
ſeeching thee, if thou eſpieſt any flaw or falſe- 


hood therein, thou would{ diſcover it to me, and 
help me to do it aright, 


And now, glory be to thee, O God the Father, 
whom I ſhall be bold from this day forward to look 
upon as my God and Father; that ever thou ſhouldſt 
find out ſuch a way for the recovery of undone 
Sinners, Glory be to thee, O God the Son, who 
haſt loved me, and waſhed me from my ſins in thine 
own blood, and art now become my Saviour and 
Redeemer. Glory be to thee, O God the Holy 
Ghoſt, who by the Finger of thine almighty power 


haſt turned about my heart from Sin to God. 


O dreadful 


And becauſe thou haſt been pleaſed to give me 


( 23 ) 


O dreadful Jehovah, the Lord God Omnipotent, 

| Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Thou art now become 

my Covenant-Friend, and I through thy infinite 

. grace, an become thy Covenant- Servant. Amen, 

So be it. And the Covenaot which I have made 
on earth, let it be ratified in heaven. 


This Covenant 1 adviſe you to make, not only in 

heart, but in word ; not only in word, but in writing 3 

and that you would with all pete reverence ſpread the 

writing before the Lord, as if you would preſent it to 

| him as your act and died: and when you have done 
| this : ſet your hand (o it: keep it as memorial of the 
ſolemn tranſactions that have paſſed between God and 
you, that you may have recourſe to it in doubts and | 
temptations, 
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